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The second International Architectural Forum ”Innovation
Architecture in Commercial Real Estate” was held on June 13 in
Kiev and organized by Commercial Property Magazine, the only
B2B publication in the sphere of Ukrainian commercial real
estate, and Prime Promotion agency. The moderators of the
Forum were Inna Volosiuk, the editor of Commercial Property,
and Michael Tippin, CEO of international real estate
development company Tippin Corporation.
Renowned foreign and Ukrainian experts in the field of
architecture, design and development presented their speeches
within the framework of the forum.
“The purpose of this event is to bring Ukrainian and international
architecture and design experts together, to discuss, debate and
promote contemporary architectural thought. This Forum
facilitates business development and renewal of the architectural
stock in Ukraine", - said Michael Tippin in his opening speech to
the participants of the Forum.
In this article we present the most interesting moments of
headline presentations of the Forum.
«Georgia: а model for Ukrainian architectural and design
renewal”
In his speech, Michael Tippin mentioned, that Georgia represents
a relevant and plausible model for guiding urban renewal of
Ukraine, particularly with respect to the preservation of its
architecture landmarks. Both countries share similar geopolitical
backgrounds, and their built environments have been shaped by
their cultural and political history.
I think that Georgia is a convenient model for renewal in
Ukraine. Both countries have a lot in common, as similar history,
on which the development of the buildings was based.
Georgia is in the midst of an architectural revival right now.
More buildings have been constructed and restored in the past
decade than during the past century.
Architects, designers and financiers have collaborated to create a
contemporary backdrop to traditional Georgian architecture. The
result has been an overwhelming success. Ukraine is also an
important historical landmark country, with a lot of monumental
buildings to be preserved, while embracing with innovative and
contemporary design.
President Saakashvili was a leader of the Georgian architectural
renaissance. As a result, lots of buildings were restored, and a
new independent identity of this post-Soviet country was
established. Architecture became a mean of expressing a new
view to Georgia, to show this country’s character, both in the
mind of its citizens and abroad.
Unconventional construction approaches demonstrate core values
of country and its politics – transparency, usefulness and
mobility. The majority of the new buildings in Georgia show
exactly what is going on inside the building and in the country.
When we look to the new building of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, we can immediately imagine what is happening inside.
The name ‘Internal Affairs’ itself sounds like euphemism for
secret services. However, the Georgian building demonstrates a
contrast against the outdated perception of this institutions’
function – you can see through the building.
Imagine the buildings built during the Soviet period in Georgia
and other former Soviet countries: small windows, thick walls.
Most of these buildings are unique and beautiful from the
architectural point of view. They are symbols of power, strength
and dominance. But the modernity of these buildings is
questionable.

Nowadays, all countries of the former Soviet Union are facing
the question of reuse of such buildings and the need of
understanding the impact of such buildings to contemporary
urban environment. How can you combine these buildings with
modern architecture and design? What kind of feelings do they
evoke? After all, we are creating the architecture for people. It's
people who will use these buildings. Architecture works with
people, with their emotions. When architect creates a building,
he appeals to the important questions of psychology - how
people will react to the conditions of life, work and recreation in
these areas. It is a great responsibility for the architect and
designer who are working hard to evoke definite emotions. I
think this is one of the most difficult tasks for architects and
designers of Ukraine today. The building, which looks good, but
evokes conflicted emotions, is a failure.
It is one of the most important and difficult task being an
architect and designer in Ukraine. But Ukraine is still a blank
canvas, which was Georgia at its time. When you land in Tbilisi,
you instantly notice new modern buildings everywhere - hotels,
airports, even petrol stations. It is amazing and unexpected. At
the same time, there are lots of well preserved historic structures
in many towns. It is not easy to achieve connection of historical
heritage with modern constructions. If you are trying to enforce
such, the results can be disastrous.
I would like to show an interesting example. The building that
now houses the Hotel Radisson Blu Iveria in Tbilisi under the
management by Radisson Hotel Group, was a haven for refugees
during worst times of Georgia’s independence. Why this
building was reconstructed, instead of being demolished? The
answer is tolerance. Demolishing such buildings would be a sad
mistake. The building continues its life, as it was and is a
landmark. Redevelopment of this building was one of the most
sensible and wise decisions.
The Presidential Palace was built on the initiative of President
Saakashvili, which serves as official residence of the President.
The building did not existed 5 years ago. We are seeing a very
interesting architectural conception: the building has an open
glass dome. In addition to glass, modern materials as steel were
also used for project realization. Not every nation has a similar
palace - many great nations were born without palaces.
Ukraine, as Georgia in its time, needs a patron who would
become the head of the revolution of modern monuments. There
are all the ingredients for success here that were in Georgia,
lacking only the will of the patron.
The unique feature of Ukraine is that there is still room for new
projects: it is difficult to find a place where there are "blank
sheets" of urban space. We observe that in Ukraine. Some huge
mistakes have been already made in landmark locations. The
more important the place is, the more sensitive it is to the
mistakes. Such landmark spot is, for example Kreschatyk. This
street is public location number one, a place where the history
has been and is made.
It is very difficult not only construct the building, but harmonize
it with existing environment. What is modern building for me? It
has nothing to do with the age of the building, but it is associated
with the feeling that occurs when you are inside that building.

